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Letters Spring 2023

90 or above average in all classes and no 
class final grade below an 85. (10th, 11th, 

12th graders)

Students names are posted on pages 19-22

Click on Ad for tickets

Our PRHS  College Advisor, Ms. Wilson 
has a weekly newsletter with lots 

of great college application updates. 
Check out the link to stay in the know!

CLICK HERE

http://porterridgehs.seatyourself.biz
http://porterridgehs.seatyourself.biz
http://porterridgehs.seatyourself.biz
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WAihgfovatgGwJ2jGfP4RnZwlDeUczeS/view?usp=drive_link


Winter Wonderland 



Winter Wonderland 



Student  Activity 
Announcements 

❖ Buy your yearbooks at yearbookforever.com  
❖ PRHS Disc Golf will be playing at Squirrel Lake on Saturday at 1pm.
❖ It's time for festive fun! The next Media Center Maker Series event will be 

Tuesday, December 5th after school in the Media Center. Sign up on the poster 
outside the Media Center or in the cafeteria. All supplies and light refreshments 
will be provided.

❖ There will be a Gaming Club meeting after school on Wednesday, December 6 in 
room F201. All are welcome.

❖ The next Dungeons and Dragons Club meeting will be after school on Dec. 8th. 
Please see Mr. Boyles with any questions.

❖ Students and Staff, Student Council is proud to present the fourth annual Cookie 
Wars! This year, we only have room for the 1st 15 teams to sign up! See the flyers 
in the halls for the Sign-Up QR code! Tuesday Dec. 12th at 3:30--Teams of three 
decorators each will have 30 minutes to decorate and execute 3 different cookies 
(all materials will be provided). 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place prizes will be awarded! 
Refreshments and festive music included for all who would like to enjoy the 
party while the teams decorate!

❖ Model UN will be having its weekly meeting in F108 on Wednesday after school.
❖ Hey Pirates, it's that wonderful time of year when family and friends get together 

to share a smile, a hug, and yes....good food! Do you want to help make sure that a 
family in need has that opportunity? You can help by participating in FBLA's 
annual Non-Perishable Food Drive. Bring non-perishable food items to your 
Advisory starting now until Thursday, December 14th. One point will be 
awarded for every non-perishable food item donated and go towards class wars. 
All food items collected will be donated to the Union County Department of 
Social Services Christmas Bureau.

❖ Beta Club applications are open! If you are a sophomore or junior with a 3.5 
GPA and are interested in joining Beta Club, please scan the QR code posted 
around the school and on Mr. Watson's and Mr. Ruhland's doors. Applications are 
due December 13th.

  

https://yearbookforever.com/


Student  Activity 
Announcements 

  





Attendance and Tardies 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE

Student attendance at school is expected and is necessary for students to make the most of their 
learning. If a student misses 8 or more days of school in a semester, whether the absences are 
excused or unexcused, the student may fail the course due to attendance. (The Principal may 
consider waiving excused absences if there is a valid reason to do so.)

·   Students must turn in absence excuse notes to the Attendance Counselor BEFORE the start 
of the school day.

·       Per BOE attendance policy the school may require doctor/medical notes after 5 days of 
absences (whether those five days are separate days or continuous days).  PRHS will require 
a doctor/medical note after 5 days of absence.  If that is not received, the absence will 
remain as unexcused.  Parent notes are ONLY accepted for the first five days that a student is 
absent.

·   All notes should be submitted within FIVE school days after the end of an absence to 
document the reason for the absence. A parent note must be signed by a parent or guardian 
with a work and home telephone number for further clarification.  An absence will be 
recorded as unexcused until the note is submitted. It is important to turn notes in quickly so 
that teachers know whether the absence is excused or unexcused. 

·       All parent notes are subject to review and may result in a required 
parent-administration meeting in order to be considered.  All doctor/medical notes are 
subject to verification with the doctor/medical office. 

 **Student-athletes have strict attendance guidelines in order to maintain eligibility for their 
sport.  Any student who is absent for more than 15% of class periods in a semester will be 
ineligible to compete during the following semester. These absences include excused and 
unexcused absences. 

 Per UCPS Policy, students will not be required to take a teacher-made final exam in a course in the 
following situations:

1.    The student has an average of 90 or above the week prior to the administration of the exam 
and has no more than 2 unexcused absences in the class; or
2.    The student has an average of 80 or above the week prior to the administration of the exam 
and has no more than 1 unexcused absences in the class.

 The exam exemption policy is clear:  It is based on unexcused absences.  It should be noted that while a 
student can recover absences for purposes of passing a course, those recovered absences do NOT count 
toward exam exemptions.  



Senior 
Announcements 

Academic Letter or Bar?? 
Varsity Athletic Letter or 

Bar? Show off your 
accomplishments with a 
Varsity Jacket! This is an 
awesome opportunity! Be 

PRoud! 

Click on 
Ad to 
Order 

https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/catalogBrowse/1453593/PORTER-RIDGE-HIGH-SCHOOL/Graduation/2053791425/CATALOG_REPOSITORY/
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/catalogBrowse/1453593/PORTER-RIDGE-HIGH-SCHOOL/Graduation/2053791425/CATALOG_REPOSITORY/
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1453593/PORTER-RIDGE-HIGH-SCHOOL/Class-Jewelry/2002080214030844323/CATALOG_JRD
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1453593/PORTER-RIDGE-HIGH-SCHOOL/Class-Jewelry/2002080214030844323/CATALOG_JRD
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productDetail/1453593/PORTER-RIDGE-HIGH-SCHOOL/Jacket/1307415981/CATALOG_REPOSITORY/Porter-Ridge-Varsity-Jacket/1906980003
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productDetail/1453593/PORTER-RIDGE-HIGH-SCHOOL/Jacket/1307415981/CATALOG_REPOSITORY/Porter-Ridge-Varsity-Jacket/1906980003


Students are reminded to continue to check the Student Daily Announcement Page to be updated daily on events at 
PRHS.  Please review our table of contents on this page and use this newsletter to stay informed throughout the year, 
as well as, our  PRHS Website.   The Pirate Press  is the main form of communication from school to home. Please 
follow us on social media linked on this page!

Parent 
Information  

Join PTO
Parents, would you like a chance to be more involved with 
the students and teachers at PRHS?  We'd love to have your 
help kicking off the PRHS PTO!  We're looking for PTO 
Board members and chairs, parents willing to pay the $10 
membership fee to support the PTO's work, parents willing 
to donate items for teacher appreciation events, and 
parents willing to volunteer at teacher appreciation events.

Please see attached for the PTO membership form - please 
fill this out and have your student return to the front office 
along with your payment.

Please email Amy Dieffenbach at 
amy_dieffenbach@yahoo.com or Alana White at 
alanahwhite@gmail.com if you're interested in helping with 
the PTO in any capacity.  We'd love to hear from you and 
look forward to serving together at our wonderful school!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gzjHrMRGXCE6V7ZefHK0AcfPIT0CXHZvzGFQlAnn7E8/edit
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/34
mailto:amy_dieffenbach@yahoo.com
mailto:alanahwhite@gmail.com


Click here for HOME EVENT Tickets 
All tickets are sold on this website or at the GATE by credit/debit 

card.   

PORTER 
RIDGE 
ATHLETIC 
ZONE

PRHS Little Pirate 
Basketball Camp Cheer 

Info 2023
This camp is for students K to 5th grade. Please 

complete the form to have your Little Pirate paired 

with a Cheerleader for this experience.  Participants 

will receive a Pirate Cheer Shirt and will get to cheer 

with the HS Team at a HS game!!!  If you have any 

questions please email ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us  

https://forms.gle/CGUXwTs1YyecrD1u6

https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/event-tickets
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/
mailto:ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us
https://forms.gle/CGUXwTs1YyecrD1u6


RESULTS FROM THIS PAST WEEK

Congrats to Pirate Wrestling on their win over both Parkwood and 
Mt. Pleasant in their first match.  Way to go!!!!!!!!!

Saturday 12/2 -Competition Cheer at 
NCHSAA State Competition

Click HERE for Athletic Schedules
BOYS Varsity Basketball
Girls Varsity Basketball

Girls JV Basketball
Boys JV Basketball

WRESTLING
INDOOR TRACK

SWIMMING

https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/3820140/boys/basketball/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/3820142/girls/basketball/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/4117657/girls/basketball/junior%20varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/4117659/boys/basketball/junior%20varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/3852401/boys/wrestling/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/4117677/boys/indoor-track/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/4117636/boys/swimming-and-diving/varsity/schedule


Who is your counselor?

Ashley Lawson- last names A-Cou
ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Tanisha Anderson- last names Cov-Hek
tanisha.anderson@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Bryan James – last names Hel-Mc
bryan.james@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Cassidy Jarrett– last names Me-Sao
cassidy.jarrett@ucps.k12.nc.us  

Alexandra Green– last names Sap-Z
alexandra.green@ucps.k12.nc.us 

The counselors are here to support you with school.  
You can set up a meeting to speak to your counselor 
about academic, career, college, post high school 
plans or personal needs.   If you have any questions 
please feel free to send your counselor an email.

PRHS COUNSELING 
NEWS 

Our College Advisor, Ms. Wilson has a weekly newsletter with 
lots of great college application updates. Check out the link 

to stay in the know!

Click HERE

College 

Newsletter

Thanks to all the families who attended our 
Financial Aid Night.  If you were unable to 

attend, use the link below to access the 
presentation!

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/11138

mailto:ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:tanisha.anderson@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:bryan.james@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:cassidy.lippert@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:alexandra.green@ucps.k12.nc.us
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WAihgfovatgGwJ2jGfP4RnZwlDeUczeS/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/11138


PRHS COUNSELING 
NEWS 



PRHS COUNSELING 
NEWS 

Seniors - Please forward all 
scholarship offer information 

to Ms. Wilson , even if you do 
not wish to accept the 

scholarship. You can share this 
information via email or by 

scanning the QR Code on the 
Guidance Suite door.  

Are you interested in joining a 
branch of the military? Sign up 

to take the ASVAB test on 
December 11th or the alternate 
date, December 13th from 12:30 

– 3PM. This test helps predict 
future academic and 

occupational success in the 
military. You must sign up by 

using the QR code in the Pirate 
Press, on Instagram, or the use 

the link that was emailed to you.



PRHS COUNSELING &  
CAREER NEWS 

Follow us on:          @PRHSCounseling 
Follow us on:            prhs counseling

Need Career advice or 
direction? 

Talk to your Counselor or 
Career Development 

Coordinator today to see 
all of the pathways and 

academies PR has to 
offer! 

Click here for more info…

https://twitter.com/prhscounseling
https://www.instagram.com/prhscounseling/
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/3873
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/3873
https://bit.ly/collegereadysessions
https://bit.ly/collegereadysessions


Attendance and Tardies 

TARDY POLICY
Parents, it is important that students are on time for classes throughout the day.  In order to 
ensure that you are aware if your child is tardy to class we will begin to send home 
notifications via our ConnectEd communication tool when your child has an unexcused 
tardy.  We do have consequences for excessive tardies at school and these can be found in 
our PRHS Student Handbook.  Staff at PRHS remind students that the expectation is to go 
directly from one class to their next class, by taking the most efficient route possible.  While 
we allow 5 minutes for each transition, students should report to their next class as quickly 
as possible and do not need the full five minutes.  We find that students who take the most 
direct path to get to class and do not go into different parts of the building are always on 
time to class.  If tardiness is due to a late bus they will be given a pass to class and will have 
an excused tardy which does not count against them.   Thank you for your support as we 
teach our children the importance of being on time. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aAa-yoJtSH-z4tKVA5KWnMu3x4ccI-Y99Bqsx4x12UI/edit


Family Information

Important Links 

School Forms- CLICK HERE 

School Health and Safety Information- CLICK 
HERE 

School Technology How to Page- CLICK HERE

Visitor on Campus Information- CLICK HERE

Transportation Information- CLICK HERE

Transportation information can be 

found on the UCPS Transportation pages.

The school system is using the Edulog App  this 
year to track your bus. Please see the flyer below:  
Video on how to install the app:  CLICK HERE 

For directions on how to install this Real-time bus 
app on your phone please follow this link.  There 
is a great video for your reference here. 

Click here for the 
PRHS Student 

Handbook 
for the Tardy Policy, 

Dress Code, & 
Attendance 

Requirements 

School Nutrition Prices 

If you feel your family may qualify for free or reduced meals, UCPS encourages 
parents to complete the meal application (click here)  

Click here for more information on meal prices.

Click here to set up an account to make payments and monitor your child's lunch 
account.  

If you have questions or need a paper copy of the application, please contact School 
Nutrition at 704-296-3000

Technology Use, Fees & Help

UCPS has instituted a Technology Fee of $30 this year that all 
students must pay.  Click here for the online payment system.  Info on 
this fee was emailed home earlier this summer, but it will help to cover 
accidental damage. Mr. Jason Toudt is our Technology Systems Engineer. 

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Domain/1823
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7604
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7604
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7602
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7599
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/10605
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/125
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vUEVprGXYnw
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/10414
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aAa-yoJtSH-z4tKVA5KWnMu3x4ccI-Y99Bqsx4x12UI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aAa-yoJtSH-z4tKVA5KWnMu3x4ccI-Y99Bqsx4x12UI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aAa-yoJtSH-z4tKVA5KWnMu3x4ccI-Y99Bqsx4x12UI/edit
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lunchapplication.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJosh.Wall%40ucps.k12.nc.us%7C4530947907734d952e6708da6f52365c%7C698d4b192f824c7ba3973dc8729f735d%7C0%7C0%7C637944696129414030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MGkZTg%2BXJSjIsAuCMj5oZpycqA2Z3%2Fm0YxP0WFZ70Vw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F2pfst34f&data=05%7C01%7CJosh.Wall%40ucps.k12.nc.us%7C4530947907734d952e6708da6f52365c%7C698d4b192f824c7ba3973dc8729f735d%7C0%7C0%7C637944696129414030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e692BfflyffCU2LHpKKRx5XMhzLTekDAv34QYaZOps4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.k12paymentcenter.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJosh.Wall%40ucps.k12.nc.us%7C4530947907734d952e6708da6f52365c%7C698d4b192f824c7ba3973dc8729f735d%7C0%7C0%7C637944696129414030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sX5yBDqR0YtQB2k60noFeELpguK9aVWi58xB2EI0r2w%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Domain/3580?fbclid=IwAR1RzRuERqLME5t5cMrqFv6pPN4lodV546CtrFfxesVy6NDSnAN1oZaJucs


Ports of Information for Pirates: 

Follow us on Facebook: PorterRidgeHS.NC 

Follow us on Twitter: @PorterRidgeHSNC @PRHSCareer @prhs_athletics  
@PRPiratehoops @pr_volleyball @PorterRidgeFB @prtrackandfield @PRHSSoccer1  
@PRHSPiratesBSB  @PorterRidgeFFA  @PRHScheer
@porterridgeabc  @PorterRidgeBand @Piratestuco  @PRLAX2

Follow us on Instagram: #Committed #InItTogether #WeRPR
@prhsffa @porterridgefootball @prhs_pirates @porterridgecheer @prbandofpirates 
@prhs_volleyball @prhscounseling @pr_athletic_booster_club @prhs.running @prhsbaseball 
@prhs.beta.club @prhscs @prhs.piratenation @prhs_frenchclub_ @prhs_hosa @pr.nahs 
@prhs.wrestling @prhs_interactclub @prhs.nhs @prhs.knittingandcrocheting @prhs_discgolf 
@prhsfieldhockey @prhswomenslax @porterridgesoftball @ucpsnc @pmhs_afjrotc 
@prhs_castaways @prhs.draft.robotix @prhsbookclub @prhsmualphatheta @aghoulihan 
@prhs.jcl.club @porterridgeswimming @prhspiratecheer @prhs_gsa_ @prhswtennis 
@prhs.dnd.club @pr_nehs @PRHS_Vocal_Treasures @prhsspeechanddebate @prhs_mha_saves 
@prhsfilmclub @prphilosophyclub @prhspirates4christ @prhs_humanities 
@growinggreen_prhs @porter_ridge_hs_pto @prhs_spanish.club @prhs.outdoors.club 
@prguards @prhsmenslacrosse @lawandjusticeskillsusa @prhs.culinaryarts @prb.o.b 
@porter.ridgewbb @ucpsncathletics @prhs_menssoccer @the.hook.student.media @prhs4mun 
@prhs_sewing_and_upcycling @prhs.rise @prhs_fieldclub @porterridgepe_department

 Follow UCPS on Twitter: @AGHoulihan @UCPSNC @UCPSNCATHLETICS 
@UCPSInnovate @UCPSCareerready @UMatterinUCPS   
(we post very limited info on Twitter )

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/committed/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/inittogether/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/werpr/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsffa/
https://www.instagram.com/porterridgefootball/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_pirates/
https://www.instagram.com/porterridgecheer/
https://www.instagram.com/prbandofpirates/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_volleyball/
https://www.instagram.com/prhscounseling/
https://www.instagram.com/pr_athletic_booster_club/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.running/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsbaseball/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.beta.club/
https://www.instagram.com/prhscs/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.piratenation/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_frenchclub_/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_hosa/
https://www.instagram.com/pr.nahs/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.wrestling/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_interactclub/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.nhs/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.knittingandcrocheting/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_discgolf/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsfieldhockey/
https://www.instagram.com/prhswomenslax/
https://www.instagram.com/porterridgesoftball/
https://www.instagram.com/ucpsnc/
https://www.instagram.com/pmhs_afjrotc/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_castaways/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.draft.robotix/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsbookclub/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsmualphatheta/
https://www.instagram.com/aghoulihan/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.jcl.club/
https://www.instagram.com/porterridgeswimming/
https://www.instagram.com/prhspiratecheer/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_gsa_/
https://www.instagram.com/prhswtennis/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.dnd.club/
https://www.instagram.com/pr_nehs/
https://www.instagram.com/PRHS_Vocal_Treasures/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsspeechanddebate/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_mha_saves/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsfilmclub/
https://www.instagram.com/prphilosophyclub/
https://www.instagram.com/prhspirates4christ/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_humanities/
https://www.instagram.com/growinggreen_prhs/
https://www.instagram.com/porter_ridge_hs_pto/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_spanish.club/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.outdoors.club/
https://www.instagram.com/prguards/
https://www.instagram.com/prhsmenslacrosse/
https://www.instagram.com/lawandjusticeskillsusa/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.culinaryarts/
https://www.instagram.com/prb.o.b/
https://www.instagram.com/porter.ridgewbb/
https://www.instagram.com/ucpsncathletics/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_menssoccer/
https://www.instagram.com/the.hook.student.media/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs4mun/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_sewing_and_upcycling/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs.rise/
https://www.instagram.com/prhs_fieldclub/
https://www.instagram.com/porterridgepe_department/
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